The Wired To Work
Thirty-Day Action Plan

This thirty-day action plan has been designed to help develop a deeper relationship with
God, a greater understanding of Zow and why He made you, and how to live a life that
will make a difference.

It has been structured in a way that incorporates a precept-upon-precept approach. I am
convinced that we need to introduce process driven strategies into our life if we are to
realize real and sustained growth.

There are several ways in which this material can be used. It could be a daily reading
incorporated into your devotional time—a weekly study—or used as a resource for your
small group to work through. Here are some ideas for each:

Daily Reading

Keep this with your Bible and other devotional materials and make it a part of your daily
reading.

Require of yourself to do a further study on the subject by looking up other verses or
ideas—perhaps with the help of a concordance or Bible dictionary.

Make a note to yourself regarding what you intend to do differently in the action plan
section and refer to it often.

Weekly Study

Because some of this material can be very challenging you may want to read a volume
once a week in order to give yourself more time to process the life application issues.
Enter a more in-depth time of study.

List the new behaviors or actions you intend to enter into over the next week—be
specific.

Small Group Resource

This action plan is a great resource for your small group to study and discuss during your
scheduled meetings.

You can all agree on what life application principle you each want to live out and then
share the list with each other so that you can hold each member accountable.

You may want to make strategic commitments along the way and give everyone
permission to check on each other’s progress.

However you may choose to use this resource may God richly bless you in the process.



Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 1
Today’s Verse/Thought: “Releasing The Past”

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come!” 2 Cor. 5:17

Life Implication:

The Bible makes it clear that we need to let go of our past. If we don’t it will become a
powerful stumbling block toward our discovering God’s unique plan for our life. 1 John
2:11 warns us that if we hate our brother we will be in the darkness (in a fog, not able to
see). The two biggest problem areas here are the hurts from past failures or negative
experiences and unforgiveness toward others.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

With regard to past failure, meditate on Isaiah 43:18-19, “Forget the former things; do not
dwell on the past. See, [ am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”

Make a list right now of the negative influences from your past. Now, ask God to take
them from you in prayer. At this point you must have the faith to believe that it is gone,
over with, and be like Paul in Philippians 3 when he says, “Forgetting what is behind, I
press on toward the mark.” Pray every day until you feel God has released you.

Next, ask God to show you where you may be unforgiving. If you ask Him, He will.
Then, DO IT! Decide to go to that person and do whatever you must to be reconciled. 1
promise you that you will experience a freedom like never before. Remember that God
loves that person just as much as He loves you, no matter WHAT they may have done or
said.

If the one you are having difficulty with is deceased or not able to be found, that matters

little to God. He can still free you, but you MUST give it to
Him.

Now you need to write down what you have just done and keep it with your devotional
materials as a reminder. Remember that overcoming is not an event, it’s a process.

Finally, remember that there will be times when your flesh and the devil will want to
remind you how much you are a victim. Resist and remember that God is in control.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 2

Today’s Verse/Thought: ‘“Resisting Temptations”

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying... [ Peter 2:12
Life Implication:

The above verse suggests an incredible idea regarding the relationship between
purification and obedience. The Bible is filled with scriptures admonishing us to obey.
Proverbs 21:3 states, “to do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than
sacrifice.” The Lord is calling us toward righteousness in order for us to be conformed to
the likeness of His Son. In 1 Peter 3:11-12 the Bible says that God’s ears are attentive to
the prayers of a righteous man. Could it be that our difficulty getting closer to God may
have a lot to do with our not ridding ourselves of the overt sin in our life? I think so!

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

What are the one or two temptations that most hinder you? Be honest with your response
here. Make a commitment to overcome these obstacles. Understand what is at stake.
It’s ultimately your ability to get close to God in order to see His plan for your life.

The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 talks about how he must beat his body in order
to make it his slave. In Daniel 1:8 it says that Daniel resolved not to defile himself. In
the New King James the word resolved is translated, purposed in his heart. In other
words, Daniel had moral courage, he just said NO!

That is what we need to do. Refuse to be a victim and buy into the world and what it says
is OK—the devil and what he wants us to do—and most importantly our own flesh. The
Bible says in James 4:8 that if we will resist the devil he will flee from us.

After you have listed your points of struggle I suggest that you share them with your
small group or a trusted friend or counselor. Give them permission to check on you and
hold you accountable. You should also add them to your daily prayer list. Bring them
before God every day.

Finally, the next time you are entertaining that thought or negative behavior, start
speaking the name of Jesus. Just start to praise Him and you will not believe how fast
that temptation goes away. My friend, it’s a CHOICE! Make the right one and avoid the
negative consequences.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 3
Today’s Verse/Thought: “Letting Go Of My Way”

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
Matthew 10:29

Life Implication:

Probably the biggest single obstacle to getting close to God is our unwillingness to let
Him into every part of our life. In Psalm 16:8 it says, “I have set the Lord always before
me...” Because we live in a culture that teaches us that what we do is an indicator of who
we are, we have turned the “I-can-do-it-myself” mentality into an art form. Unless we
are willing to admit our absolute poverty to do anything without God, and go to Him for
everything, we will never have the kind of relationship with Him that we desire.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-11 we find Paul complaining about his thorn or weakness. God
tells him that His power is made perfect in weakness, a foreign concept, but one that we
must grasp. Recognize today that you are weak and decide to let God into every aspect
of your life.

Make it a habit to pray about everything, not just the big or overwhelming obstacles.
Pray before making that phone call or attending that meeting. Our Lord loves us and
would never consider something too mundane for Him to be involved.

Make a list of the areas in your life where you have felt the need to be in control. Talk
about them with your spouse or another close friend or counselor. Make it a point of
daily prayer to offer your will to God in exchange for His. Every time you are about to
make a decision remember to quietly ask God for guidance.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 4

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Knowing God”

“Come near to God and He will come near to you.” James 4:8
Life Implication:

The secret to everything in life is a close personal relationship with God. You will never
discover how and why God made you unless you are willing to get close to Him. Most of
us stumble through life tripping over obstacles that we would not encounter were we to
allow God to illuminate them. The reason why many do not go to God is because they
really do not know Him. Here is the formula: You will never rely upon someone you do
not trust, and you will never trust someone you do not know. Truly knowing God is the
secret to a happy, secure and fulfilled life.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

In Mark 12:30 the Bible admonishes us to love the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind
and strength. Ask yourself right now if you are missing the mark here.

Realize that you can’t get to know someone who you are unwilling to spend time with.
Decide today to get to know God. Make a commitment to spend time alone with Him
every day. Be careful not to fall into the trap that says because I went to church today, or
attended that Bible study, I have done my “God-thing”. You can’t develop intimacy in a
crowd. You can’t really get to know someone unless you get alone with him or her.

Get yourself a good Bible, devotional, (I like Oswald Chambers, My Utmost For His
Highest) and a journal where you can write down what you believe God may be saying.
Begin to use them every day.

I recommend you find a read through the Bible in a year program. It only takes fifteen to
twenty minutes a day and takes you through the entire Scripture. Determine the time of
day that you would like to spend with God and protect it diligently. Do not become
legalistic. If you miss a day, don’t worry about it. Get back on track tomorrow.

The next nine action plans will help you to form some solid habits in this area. They will
discuss the importance of reading the Word, praying and praising God.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 5

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Finding A Quiet Place”

“One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying
to God.” Luke 6:12

Life Implication:

In the above verse, Jesus knew that it was not possible to have an intimate fellowship and
communion with His Father without finding a quiet place. The same is true with us. We
must have a place where we can be alone with God. A place where there are no worldly
distractions. If you do not find a quiet place it will be almost impossible to concentrate
on His Word, or pray and hear God speak to you.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Identify a place either in your home or somewhere where there is little chance that
someone will interrupt you. Make sure that family members or others who may be
around know and respect your privacy. If there are phones, unplug them. Make it as
comfortable as possible.

Next, place your devotional materials where you can easily and comfortably access them.
I like to surround myself with dictionaries and various commentaries so that I can easily
look things up. I also keep my laptop and Bible software handy.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 6
Today’s Verse/Thought: “Having A Quiet Mind”

“The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.”
Rom. 8:6

Life Implication:

One of the most difficult challenges in life today is having a quiet mind. We live in a
world that is sending out information so fast that it is impossible to keep up. The result
of all of this is sometimes called “information overload”. Confusion often sets in as we
attempt to process all of this data. The 21* century mind is packed with more ideas and
thoughts than it can reasonably process. Because time is such an important commodity
we find ourselves thinking about several different ideas all at the same time. A good
example of this is trying to listen to someone while at the same time thinking about
something else you have to do.

One of the major reasons why we do not hear from God has to do with our preoccupation
with unrelated thoughts. If we cannot quiet our minds and hearts and get into a state of
neutral we will never hear God.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Whenever I find myself unable to quiet my mind I simply begin to praise Him. Praise is
not complicated. We will discuss it in greater detail later. For now, try this. Just begin
to talk to God. Tell Him how much you love Him. Thank Him for being who He is and
for all that He has and is doing in your life.

Ask God directly to help you to quiet your mind and concentrate on Him. Tell Him how
much you desire to hear His voice today.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 7

Today’s Verse/Thought: “The Power Of Praise”

“The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks
to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their
voices in praise to the LORD and sang: “He is good; His love endures forever.”

Then the temple of the LORD was filled with a cloud.” 2 Chron. 5:13

Life Implication:

The above verse reminds us that God entered the temple as the direct result of His people
praising Him. In the old covenant God would come into a physical place. The good
news for us today is that God now resides in our heart. This incredible verse has so much
more meaning today. As we praise Him, He comes into our very being.

There is a linkage between praising God and hearing His voice. Praise is mentioned in
319 verses in the bible. It is one of the most often mentioned ideas, yet one of the most
misunderstood. God desires worship and praise more then any other thing we can do. He
knows that the only way we can truly praise Him is to set ourselves aside...leaving room
for Him to move into our lives. It creates a highway that leads to discovering His
wonderful plans for us.

Praising God is the only way that we can overcome self and get closer to Him. In James
4:8 the bible says that if we draw near to God—He will draw near to us. Nothing brings
us closer to God than praise. If we fail to develop an ongoing habit of praising God then
we miss a major connection point with Him.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

In the previous volume about quieting our minds we touched on this most important
subject of praise. Let’s now endeavor to make praise a daily habit. Even before you
begin your reading or prayer time—just start to praise Him. Praise is not difficult.
Verbalize your love for Him. Tell Him what a good God He is and how much you
appreciate knowing Him.

Open the book of Psalms and read aloud verses that praise the Lord. You could even try
singing verses from the Psalm to Him. Remember that God doesn’t care how well you
can carry a tune. He loves your praises—it is a sweet, sweet sound in His ear. After you
praise Him for a while it is a good idea to just be quiet and listen for His voice. I find
that He often talks to me just after I have spent time praising Him.

Action Plan







Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 8

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Reading The Word”

“Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful.” Joshua 1:8

Life Implication:

The Bible makes it clear that we need to be reading the Word if we are going to be
prosperous and successful. We must be careful not to equate what the Bible means as
prosperous with earthly possessions or money. Real prosperity comes in understanding
the depths of God and ultimately what He wants for our life. Psalm 119:105 says that the
Word of God will be a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. If we are not reading the
Word we are not realizing the potential for God to illuminate our daily steps and shine
His wonderful beacon on the end of our path.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

There is a difference between reading God’s Word and studying the Bible. With the use
of a read through the Bible in a year scheduling system you will do just that—read
through the Bible. This is a good habit to form in order to fill yourself up with God’s
word.

When you read the Bible I suggest having a pen and paper at hand to record significant
scripture verses that may awaken something in you. I like to underline them in my Bible
and then go back later and re-read them.

Studying the Bible means that you are taking a verse, series of verses, or maybe a whole
chapter or book and going more in-depth. You may want to separate your reading from
your study. If you are in a Bible study with others you may not sense a need to do more.
If not, I suggest that you pick a book and conduct a personal study with the use of your
Bible dictionaries and concordances.

Finally, do not be discouraged if you find yourself reading a whole chapter and then not
remembering what you just read. It is not uncommon. Just press on and read it anyway.
Before you know it, you will have developed a long-lasting hunger for God’s Word.
Remember what goes in will eventually come out.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 9

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Purposeful Prayer”

“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God boldly.” Acts 4:31

Life Implication:

Prayer is the most wonderful privilege we have. It is communication with God. God
responds to our prayers, and as He does, we develop the kind of progressive faith that
brings us closer to Him. If you are not praying, your life will not work right. This is a
fact. Prayer needs to become such a natural part of our life that it is like breathing. If
you are a parent, you need to take that responsibility seriously and be praying for your
kids every day.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Make a commitment right now to develop a healthy prayer habit. Determine when the
best time of day would be. Some may be more alert in the morning. Others may find the
evening to be more convenient.

Sit down and make a list of all of the things you would like to pray about. They will
usually fall into categories like, family, friends, neighbors, vocational issues, etc. You
may even want to separate your list into these categories.

Entries such as family members and major struggles and challenges you may want to
carry across every day. Others could be on a once a week basis.

Once you have finished your list now is the time to divide it into manageable chunks.
You can do this on your computer with a spreadsheet program or on a piece of paper.
Write down the seven days of the week as column headings. Then break down your list
into things that you will pray for on each of the days.

This exercise will help you focus on specific concerns each day. 1 find myself
continually adding and subtracting requests. Don’t be intimidated by long lists, the
longer the better. You will never run out of things to pray about, and before you know it,
you will begin to see answers!

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 10

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Seeking Him First...Not What I Want”

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.” Matt. 8:33

Life Implication:

How would you like it if your kids or others who are close to you only came to you when
they wanted something? I know you have probably experienced that. How does that
make you feel? Do you think that our heavenly Father would feel any different? The
bible says that He is a jealous God who yearns for our attention and love.

Could it be that many of our requests go unanswered because we are asking in the wrong
way? God loves us and knows what we need even before we ask. His real desire is for
us to go to Him just because we love Him. If the only time you go to God is when you
want something you will be greatly disappointed.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Seek the Giver of the gift—not the gift. Seek the face of God—not the hand of God. Try
to remember the feelings you have when that little child or puppy or kitten crawls up in
your lap just because they want to be near you. Now, do that with your heavenly Father.
Just crawl up in His lap and begin to talk with Him. Tell Him how much you love Him
and make every attempt to put your own needs on the back burner.

There have been times when I have done this and completely laid aside my own burdens,
and God still heard my heart and responded to my unmentioned requests. I am convinced
that if we approach God like this—He will answer. Does this mean that we should never
ask? Of course not! It just means that we have to have a right heart. Before you go to
God, get in the habit of asking yourself the question—what is my motive?

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 11
Today’s Verse/Thought: “Asking For His Will Above All Else”

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to
His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5:14

Life Implication:

We have all had experiences in life where we have asked for things that were not good
for us and been refused. Perhaps it was a parent or guardian who was looking out for our
best interest and knew that what we were asking for was either not possible or not
something that would be healthy for us at the time.

Usually when we ask for something we have already made up our minds that it is worthy.
Because of the presupposition that is now there, it is difficult to understand why we don’t
get it. We feel rejected, but we must remember that it is our selfish attitude that may be
in the way. We must also remember that God’s will is always better than our own.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

When Jesus asked His Father to “take this cup from Me”, in Mark 14:36, He was
considering the great pain He was about to endure for you and me on that cross. But, on
the heels of that request He continued, “not what I will, but what You will”. In other
words, not withstanding the pain here—the thing that is most important Lord, is Your
will.

I wonder if we will be surprised some day to discover how many times we jumped in and
just demanded that God answer our requests. Perhaps we wanted Him to heal in a certain
situation and nothing happened. Keep in mind that God’s idea of broken is very different
than ours. We can never presume to know what God may be doing in a given situation.
Remember to always begin by asking for His will in a given matter. The next volume
will deal with our privilege in prayer to come against the forces that may be at cross-
purposes with His will.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 12
Today’s Verse/Thought: “Coming Against The Forces At Work”

“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy...” Luke 10:19

Life Implication:

There are four forces at work in our life all the time: The world, our flesh, the devil and
the Lord. 1t is the latter force (the Lord) that we want more of. Discerning the other
three can at times be difficult. Once we have prayed for God’s will to be realized, we
must then consider the forces that may be at work in a given situation. Not recognizing
and praying against these negative forces can give them a place of power.

The bible says that we have not because we ask not. This is where we need to understand
our responsibility. God is calling us to recognize and come against anything in our life
that may be contrary to His will.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Because of Jesus’ shed blood on the cross, you and I have been given the power and the
authority to pray against the forces that may be at cross purposes with God’s will. What
are those forces? The world the flesh and the devil.

You and I can go before God with confidence and pray against these forces. Sometimes
it is a matter of living in a fallen world where our environment, with it’s numerous
diseases, are destroying us. Other times it is our flesh with its self-centered bent on
satisfying it’s limitless desires. And then there is the devil. We must remember that the
devil is real and he hates us. Go before God and pray aggressively against these forces in
your situation. If you do this faithfully, you can then walk away from your prayer time
with the confidence that you have done your part. Then relax and remember that He
knows what is best.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 13

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Unalterable Fact 1—He Knows Me And Has A Purpose”

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; |
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5

Life Implication:

Whether you know God or not you have likely sensed some sort of destiny or purpose for
your life. We were created that way and God’s great desire is that some day we discover
His perfect plan for us.

Not knowing His plan for our life leaves us to following the plans outlined by the world
around us, or our own inclinations. This can often lead to a sense of frustration. Nothing
is as important as knowing and living out our Creator’s purpose.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

What God spoke to Jeremiah in the verse above is something that He wants to say to all
of us. In Jeremiah’s case He was appointing him as a prophet. He has a plan for each
one of us too.

If you are having difficulty discovering God’s plan for your life—you are not alone.
Most people have a difficult time here. As we have already mentioned, getting close to
God is the key to everything. Go to Him in prayer everyday and ask Him to specifically
reveal His plan for your life. I can’t underscore enough the need to be specific. Be
persistent and then sit back and watch for His response.

It might be a person He sends with a subtle message or idea. It could be an opportunity
or circumstance that He sends your way. Look at everything that comes along—chance
meeting—phone appointments—trips to the market, etc. as possible scenarios where God
might be communicating something to you.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 14
Today’s Verse/Thought: ‘“Unalterable Fact 2—I Have Special Gifts”

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us...”
Romans 12:4-6

Life Implication:

You are not the accidental evolution of pond scum. God has marvelously and uniquely
fashioned you. You are special and have been given gifts by a loving God who is
equipping you for a unique task.

Most people never discover their God-given gifts. In Romans we read about the seven
natural or personal gifts that are given to all of us. Knowing which of these God has
given you is critical to your understanding of how He wants to direct your life.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Ask God in prayer every day to help you discover your natural gifts. Sometimes our
learned behavior or gifts blur our understanding of God’s natural gifting in us. Now that
have completed the natural gift test, ask God to confirm the results. Look for
opportunities to use your gifts. Sometimes in the exercising of your gifts God reveals His
greater purpose.

Ask others what they think your gifts are and note their responses. Start with your

family. Then go to those you work with, friends, neighbors and people in your church.
Often others see us in ways we cannot.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 15

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Unalterable Fact 3—He Wants Me To Know”

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints...” Ephesians 1:18

Life Implication:

God’s greatest desire is for you and I to truly know Him, and then as a result, discover the
wonderful plan He has for our life. I don’t know about you, but I do not want to be
among those who never “get it,” who never discover God’s unique plan for their life.

Not living out His plan for your life is called existence. Existence can be ok—even fun,
but when we do not choose God’s best I believe we miss something special. There is a
tremendous sense of frustration associated with living life on a level less than His
highest.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Every morning ask God to open a new opportunity or experience that will help you to
live your life according to His plan. Ask Him to enlighten your heart and to help you see
yourself through His eyes. Lord, when You look at me what do You see?

As we learned in Vol. 14, discovering your own specific gifts is critical to this process.
After discovering your natural gifts, begin to ask God to develop and use those gifts
within the settings He has placed you. Ask Him to take His vision for your life and begin
to work it into your DNA.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 16

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Now That I Know—What Should I do?”

“It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each
with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. ‘Therefore keep watch
because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do
not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”

Mark 13:34-36

Life Implication:

The above verses make it clear that we are to work (our assigned task) and watch. In the
process of discovering our purpose, we must also prepare ourselves. We must be alert to
the world around us.

Most Christians today know very little about what is going on outside of their small
circle. This can be very dangerous. As Christians we should make every effort to
prepare ourselves physically, mentally and spiritually for the rest of our journey.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

As you continue to find God’s purpose for your life, make yourself a student of the
environment around you. Keep abreast of current affairs and know how the world around
you thinks. Pick up reading material that will help you in this area.

You may want to use the web or your local Christian bookstore (authors like George
Barna, Chuck Colson) to uncover additional sources of information. Position yourself to
begin the all-important process of watching. Remember, a successful soldier knows
every aspect of the battlefield.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 17

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Finding The Way—Vision”
“If you do not know where you are going—any road will take you there”

Life Implication:

The Bible says in Proverbs, “Where there is no vision...the people perish.” I like the
NIV version that states, “Where there is no revelation...the people cast off restraint.” In
other words, if you do not know where you are going...any road will take you there.

I believe that most failure, whether business, marital or personal, can be traced back to a
lack of vision. A lack of vision may just be the single biggest contributor to suicide.
Every human being desperately needs a reason for being. This is what separates us from
any other creature on earth.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Take stock of your life. Make a list of all your significant experiences. Think about your
interests and write them down. Now, consider your passion—what moves you
emotionally? Sometimes by reviewing these areas God begins to reveal a pattern. At the
very least, go before Him with this information and ask Him what it all means.

The Lord will oftentimes allow us to experience significant events in life for a specific
reason. Be patient. Hab. 2:3 says “For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks
of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and
will not delay.”

Finally, be sure to line up the “four factors” outlined in the following volumes before you
step out. These factors will clearly indicate whether you are following God’s vision or
your own.

Action Plan




Wired To Work Action Plan Vol. 18

Today’s Verse/Thought: “Lining Up The Factors 1—Is It In The Word?”
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105

Life Implication:

There are four factors that need to line up before you can be sure that it is God who is
calling you into a particular direction: 1) Are you reading it in the His Word? 2) Are you
hearing it by His Spirit? 3) Is it being affirmed through wise, godly counsel? 4) And, is
it consistent with current circumstances?

When God calls us to a certain direction or vision He will always reveal it to us through
His Word. An excellent guideline is to remain still until a clear pattern becomes evident
during your regular times of reading the bible.

Remember that Psalm 119:105 contains two promises. Not only will His Word be a lamp
to your feet—illuminating your daily steps, but it will also become a light to your path—a
bright light focused on the place where He is taking you. You will never see God’s
vision for your life unless you are reading His Word.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Pray and read your bible every day. Ask God to reveal His plan to you through the
written Word. Have a pen and paper handy and take note of anything you think may be
jumping off the pages at you.

After some time go back over your notes or the places you may have underlined in your
bible and see of there is a pattern there. I find this to be very helpful. If you may see a
pattern remember that this is still just one of the four factors. Don’t step out yet—read
on...
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Lining Up The Factors 2—What Am I Hearing?”

“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you,
saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.”” Isa. 30:21

Life Implication:

Hearing God is essential to our moving on, yet it is one of the most difficult things to do.
Our minds are so active that it is almost impossible to get quiet and sensitive enough to
hear His voice.

If you are not hearing God—then don’t move forward—wait. I am not talking about an
audible voice. God will usually whisper something to your heart and you will know it is
Him because it will be something that your mind probably never would have thought of.
At least that’s how it works for me.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Be still. Praise Him. Pray and ask Him to speak to you. Wait patiently to hear His
voice. Pray and promise Him that you will not move forward until you do. Keep your
paper and pen handy and jot down thoughts or ideas you feel might be coming from Him.
Compare what you are hearing to what you are reading. See if there is a pattern.

As I mentioned before, though you may see a pattern, remember that this may be just one
or two of the four factors. It’s not time to take action yet—read on...
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Lining Up The Factors 3—Affirming With Counsel”

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.” Prov. 15:22

Life Implication:

There is nothing worse then going through life bent on having it your way. We need each
other for advice and counsel. This is true in business, family situations, church and
especially with regard to finding God’s plan for your life.

Unless what God is saying to you is being affirmed through wise, godly counsel—don’t
move ahead!

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Consider all of what God may be revealing to you through the Word, His voice and your
circumstances and submit them to godly people who will pray and give you their advice.
God is not a God of disorder. Ifit is Him then He will affirm it through others.

The key is to find mature believers who will pray and seek God on your behalf. Your job
is to pray for that they receive clear and divine counsel. Depending upon the magnitude
of your decision I suggest involving at least three or four trustworthy believers or
couples. Be sure not to include anyone who may be impacted by the outcome.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Lining Up The Factors 4—What About Circumstances?”

“In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.” Eph. 1:11

Life Implication:

Ignoring our circumstances and venturing out in a new direction can often devastate our
life and the lives of those around us. While it is true that God allows things to happen in
our life—both good and bad—He is not necessarily the cause. God can redeem any
situation—even the ones we stumble our way into.

It is very important that we carefully consider our circumstances before taking any kind
of significant step. The fact that you may have just lost your job may not be a clear sign
that God wants you to move to Africa and be a missionary. It may just be that you lost
your job. This is why all four factors should be considered and not just one or two.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

If you are noticing a pattern in the Word, if you are hearing His voice and your chosen

counsel is affirming, then examine your circumstances. Ask yourself, where does God
have me right now? How will your decisions affect others? Do you have the resources
necessary to move out in the way you believe He is calling you?

Remember that when it comes to resources there is a fine line between faith and
foolishness. Let me remind you again that God is a God of order. If He is calling you—
then all four factors will line up. I have witnessed this in my own life and have yet to see
it fail in others.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Being Like Christ I—Behavior That Lights Up”

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, /et your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

Life Implication:

The bible makes it clear that we are called to be lights. It does not tell us to shine our
light on people—but to allow our light to shine. When we shine our light others only see
the glare. This is a clear call to “walk the walk™ and not just “talk the talk”. Remember
the great painting of the Mona Lisa. I doubt you could describe what that frame looks
like. The job of a good frame is not to draw attention to itself, but rather the precious
content it is meant to display.

Are people seeing Jesus in you—or are they seeing you—the frame? Unless Jesus’
nature is revealed in us we will have little foundation to speak with authority about Him.
The big problem today with many Christians is that we just want to talk about Jesus.
That is why our real witness is so weak. I call it “sound-bite” Christianity.

We cannot compromise. If we are followers of Christ then we must live exemplary lives.
That means that we do not have the liberty to cheat or stretch the truth in any area.
Anything less will virtually disqualify us from being worthy of witnessing for Him. The
world is looking for the real deal. We must give it to them.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Examine your life. Are there areas where you are compromising? Make a list of what
you will have to let go of in order to be all that Jesus wants. Pray and give those issues in
your life to God. Make a commitment to rid yourself of all that hinders you.

Are you shining your light or letting it shine? Are you IMposing or EXposing your faith?
Are you planting seeds or pulling weeds? Telling people about Jesus is only effective if
we have earned our place on the platform.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Being Like Christ 2—Attitude Adjustment”

"But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” Luke 6:27-28

Life Implication:

Jesus would not have told us to love our enemies if we were never going to have any.
We all have enemies—sometimes we know them and sometimes we don’t. Enemies are
those we do not like or agree with. Jesus says to love them.

One of the biggest reasons why Christians do not look any different from the rest of the
world is because we fail to live up to this command. Jesus loved and was able to see the
potential in everyone. He expects the same from us. The Bible tells us not to judge
others. Having a wrong attitude toward those we do not like or agree with can have a
detrimental affect on our own spiritual well being.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Do you find yourself telling off color jokes about others? Maybe they are political
leaders or people you struggle with in life. As a believer in Jesus we cannot allow our
self this liberty. Decide to rid yourself of all such slander.

Make a list of the people who may be your enemies. Next to each name list an action
item—something you know you need to do. It might be asking someone to lunch and
having a heart-to-heart talk with them. Perhaps you need to ask someone to forgive you
for the way you have been thinking or the things you have said. Begin to pray for each of
these people on your list. Ask God to show you how He would have you pray.

Proverbs 16:3 says that if we commit our works (behavior) to the Lord—then our
thoughts (attitude) will be established. Having a healthy attitude about people is critical
and requires us to be pro-active.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Being Like Christ 3—Leaving The Comfort Zone”

“The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and flocks, saw that the lands of
Jazer and Gilead were suitable for livestock. So they came to Moses and Eleazar the
priest and to the leaders of the community, and said, ‘Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah,
Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon. The land the LORD subdued before the
people of Israel are suitable for livestock, and your servants have livestock. If we have
found favor in your eyes,’ they said, ‘let this land be given to your servants as our
possession. Do not make us cross the Jordan.” Moses said to the Gadites and
Reubenites, ‘Shall your countrymen go to war while you sit here? Why do you
discourage the Israelites from going over into the land the LORD has given them?’”
Numbers 32:1-7

Life Implication:

It is so tempting to get comfortable where we are and not want to step out. Especially
when the consequences are uncertain. If we do not step out of our comfort zone two
things will never occur: 1) Some of what God may want us to accomplish will not get
done, and 2) We will not be stretched. God uses the challenges in life to grow us. If we
sit still—we will not grow.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Determine not to let any lack of confidence in your own ability keep you from stepping
out. Just like the example of Jesus feeding the five thousand using just a little boy with a
few loaves and fish—He wants to do the same through us. That little boy knew he did
not have enough. Neither do we. The miracle happens when we step out anyway. Jesus
says I am looking for your obedience—not your ability. Remember—He is able.

Are there areas where you have been afraid to step out of your comfort zone? Take them
to God in prayer and ask Him to show you what to do. Avoid the trap of thinking that
says—who am [? What can one person do? Remember that if you want to grow you will
have to be stretched. Making mistakes is part of the process.

Oswald Chambers says “Never let the sense of past failure corrupt your new action”.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Being Like Christ 4—The End In View”

“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives
us to see the right—Iet us strive on to finish the work we are in.”
Abraham Lincoln (1809-65), U.S. president. Second Inaugural Address, 4 March 1865.

Life Implication:

In the game of golf I have noticed the meticulous attention that a golfer will give to every
aspect of the course. They carefully take into consideration the lay of the land, the curves
and firmness of the ground and the precise distance to the hole. This enables them to
select just the right club for that all-important shot.

We need to understand the implications this model holds for us. A golfer always keeps
the end in view. They know that sometimes you have to chip out from behind an obstacle
and lose a stroke in order to achieve the greater gain. In life it is important for us to do
the same. We need to keep the end in sight. What is the greater purpose?

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

If you calculate your life-course like a golfer calculates the green, you will find yourself
making better decisions. Sometimes in relating to your spouse or child you need a putter
—and you’ve got the driver out. And sometimes you will have to give some ground in
order to realize the higher purpose.

Take a look at what lies in front of you. Be aware of the obstacles, but don’t let them
overwhelm you. Remember that God wants you to see a greater purpose. Think about
handling your challenge in light of how it will help you advance. Hold onto the vision.
Ask God every day to show you which club to use. He will!
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Accountable Relationships”

“Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.
But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Gal. 6:1-3

Life Implication:

We all have burdens and tough stuff that we deal with in life. If we try to go-it-alone,
oftentimes we succumb to the pressures of the world the flesh and the devil. We need
each other. The above verse admonishes us to carry each other’s burdens. 1 cannot carry
your burden if I do not know what it is.

The devil does a good job with some of us—convincing us that we are the only one who
thinks or behaves that way. Itis a lie that is not easy to cast aside unless we are actively
helping each other.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Find one or more persons right now with whom you can be accountable. Be careful not
to mix gender, keep it—men with men—women with women. If you are not already in a
small group or discipling relationship then ask God to bring someone to you to begin the
process. After sharing your areas of need and struggle give them permission to ask you
some difficult questions.

No matter how mature you are in your relationship with God—you will always need this
kind of accountability in your life. The moment you think you have arrived—you no
longer have need for accountability. Destruction lies ahead...you can count on it!

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
Heb. 10:24
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Consistency—The Goal”

“Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you.
Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm.” Proverbs 4:25-26

Life Implication:

I love this verse. It is so powerful—fix your gaze—the idea of vision. Take only ways
that are firm—the concept of stability. I am especially drawn to the words, make level
paths for your feet. Here we have the powerful picture of being on a level path. To me
this represents consistency—or—avoiding life’s ups and downs.

The roller coaster of life will drag you down and wear you out. Many Christians want to
live on a spiritual mountaintop all the time, but the inevitable valley of negative
circumstances has a way of bringing us down. We need to discover ways to flatten out
our journey in order to stay fresh for the long haul.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Are you just looking for the mountain peak experiences? No, you might say, I can’t seem
to get out of the valley. Ask God to help you find that level path for your life. This is a
great area to engage your accountability partners. I find that when I am open and
transparent with others, they can often help me find that more consistent walk.

No one can live on the top of the mountain. The excitement and lack of oxygen will
eventually destroy you. God loves to bring us there occasionally for our edification and
perspective. You can see a lot from up there. Our reality, however, is on the plains.
That is where God wants us to live. Get used to it. Pursue it. See it as a positive thing
and look for God to do mighty things through you regardless of where you are.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “I Love You ”

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Life Implication:

As I close out the thirty-day action plan I want to share three sets of four words. They are
simple, but extremely profound. John 3:16 is the most quoted verse in the whole Bible.
God loved us so much that He sacrificed His own Son. The biggest tragedy I can think of
is to go through life never understanding how much God loves us.

Sometimes if we have difficulty understanding our heavenly Father’s love we put
unnecessary pressure on earthly relationships. Today, many people suffer from what has
been called a “father vacuum”. This is a condition that occurs as the result of either no
relationship with our earthly dad—or a dysfunctional one. Unless you understand and
appropriate God’s love you will never be able to overcome such tragic conditions.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Write your name in the space above and complete the most powerful four words in all of
life. Now look at it—look again. Believe it—God is telling you how much He loves
you. No matter where you’ve been—what you’ve done—you are precious to Him.

Keep in mind that He does not care what anyone else may think about you—He doesn’t
even care what you think about you. He loves you with a love that goes so far beyond
anything you can comprehend. Write those four words down and keep them with your
daily devotional materials. Read them often and then tell Him how much they mean to
you.
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “My Plans Are Good”

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” Jer. 29:11

Life Implication:

This entire book has been about understanding #ow and why God made us. He made us
for a purpose—He has a plan for your life. God says that His plan is to prosper you and
not to harm you.

As amazing as this promise is, it will never be realized if you fail to apply it to your life.
You cannot enter into God’s plan if you are wallowing around in the “what-might-have-
beens” of life.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

If you are stuck on past failures say to yourself what I am sure the Apostle Paul would
say if he were here—GET OVER IT! Was there any number of course corrections in
your life because you blew it along the way? You bet. Does that hinder God in any way
from starting a new course—right now? No!

God is not limited by our past mistakes. Believe it or not—it’s your choice. The Father
sent His son Jesus to die on a cross for you and me to once and for all draw a line in the
sand that separates us from our past. He has said, MY PLANS ARE GOOD! Four
powerful words...that begin right now!
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Today’s Verse/Thought: “Stay Close To Me”

“Come near to God and He will come near to you.” James 4:8
Life Implication:

I want to end with a verse that I have repeated several times throughout this book. It is
the secret to understanding how an invisible God can love us like He does—the key to
discovering His plan for our life—summed up in four powerful words...STAY CLOSE
TO ME.

God would say to us today that the weapons of warfare and the armor of protection that
will be required of us in the battle yet to come are so totally unconventional that we can’t
even conceive of them with today’s mind. The key is to stay close to Him.

Life Application: (What I Must Do)

Twelve powerful words to draw us to conclusion:
ILOVE YOU

MY PLANS ARE GOOD

STAY CLOSE TO ME

If you remember nothing else about this exercise please commit these words to memory.
I have them written down in several prominent locations as a constant reminder. My
friend, the battle is heating up. God wants to use you. If you do not want to be a
casualty, but rather a victorious warrior for God—heed His words and hold to His
promises.
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